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Good morning.
[A001] I am delighted to do this presentation on Athens. Our fellow member Adrian Marsh recently offered us various little booklets etc. on Greece for us to take away. I took a short guide on the Athenian Agora. Produced by the American School of Classical Studies at Athens, it made me relook at the pictures that my wife and I took in 2006. I remember doing a couple of presentations to the Archaeology group in 2006 and 2007 in a room adjacent to the Old Drake Hall. Some of you who were probably present may well remember parts of it. 
It was my early days with both digital photography and archaeology. With the time we have, and my limited knowledge, we will stick to highlights but have a glimpse of vast sections of the archaeological gold mine as we pass them.
· Wonder how many of you have been to Athens.

[A002] Let us begin with the map of Athens showing the location of some of the highlights.
A. Kerameikos – cemetery of ancient Athens. You can imagine the panathenaic procession going through Agora towards Acropolis.
B. Climb up the Filopappas Hill covering Socrates prison,  Pnyx Hill – the seat of first democratic assembly, and the monument from where the shot that destroyed part of Parthenon was fired by the Venetians against the Turks who were occupying Greece at that time.
C. The rock from where St Paul preached.
D. Some views from Acropolis.
E. An area developed by the Romans
F. Agora
G. A few items from the National Archaeological Museum and finally
H. Acropolis itself …. 

[A003] Firstly, Kerameikos. It was the dead end of ancient Athens with its cemetery.
[A004] The name comes from Keramos – the patron god of ceramics. At one time, there may well have been some potters’ workshops in the area. It had the largest gate in ancient Athens. It was the route for warriors and priestesses. They had separate routes, one of them leading to a brothel and the other to a temple. 

[A005] It was also the preparation area and starting point for the great annual panathenaic procession when they carried new robes (tunic) for their goddess Athena, and took cattle and sheep for sacrifice up to Acroplois.

[A006] Apparently up to 100 cows may have been sacrificed during the festive period.

[A007] Large rectangular areas with walkways on the side.
[A008] A little tunnel
[A009] An area protected from weather
[A010]
[A011] There were some very elaborate tombstones for statesmen and heroes.
 I would like to pick on two them as they have moved their originals into a museum on site and have replaced the originals with casts. The man on the horse back is one of them.

[A012] They have also replaced a fairly big bull with this replica.

[A013] This is the original piece that was on the Tomb of Dexileos – a young horseman who died in 394 BC.

[A014] This is the original marble bull for Dionysios of Kollytos. It is quite a big one. Apparently the inscription praised his goodness, and that he died unmarried, mourned by his mother and sisters. He was the son of a treasurer, Alfino.

[A015] Stele of Demetria and Pamphile – 320 BC
[A016] In the next section on Filopappas Hill, we will see ….Socrates Prison, Pnyx (seat of democracy) and the Monument.
[A017] This is a prison that is set in the caves – and it is believed that Socrates was kept here after he was condemned to death. Apparently he was forced to take a fatal dose of hemlock.
[A018] This is Pnyx where the Democratic assembly met. 
[500 meters from Acropolis, 400m from Agora]
[A019] People would sit here on the ground.
[A020] On average, they met once every nine days, There was a platform for the speakers.
[A021] [ Close-up of platform]
[A022] We now move on to the Monument on top of the hill over there on the right.
[A023] We will go closer.
[A024] And see the sun shining on it.
[A025a] This is the other side.  It was built around AD 115 in honour of Julius Antiochus Philopappas, a prominent Roman consul and administrator. There are two tiers.
Originally there were three vertical sections in the upper tier. The one on the right is missing. Philopappas is at the centre.
At the lower level he is riding a chariot. {Zoom]. Shows him as an Athenian citizen surrounded by his royal Roman family.
[A026] It is also the monument from where the Venetians fired the shot at the Turks stationed at Parthenon. You can see the temple complex set on the Acropolis rock –Erectheion on the left and Parthenon on the right. This is the comprehensive view from my camera. No wonder they were 
able to aim so well. The fact that the Turks stored ammunition there made matters worse. 

[A027a] In this picture, you can also see the grand entrance to Acropolis, under major repair at that time.

[A028a] We move on to the Rock of St Paul.
[A028b] On the way to Acroplois, there is this St Paul’s Rock on which people are standing.
St Paul is supposed to have preached from there. 
[A029] There are some wonderful views from there. 
[A030] You can see the entrance to Acropolis.  
[A031] Next, we move on to a couple of Theatres.

[A031b, A031c] You can begin to see a bit of a theatre - Odium of Herodes Atticus – well below the level of Parthenon.
[A031d] You can see the galleried seating. It was a Roman addition to Acropolis in AD167 (161). 
 Still used for Athens Festival in summer.

[A031e] A roman poet (Horace) remarked: ‘Greece, the captive, took her savage victor captive,
and brought the arts into rustic Latium’.
There was a phenomenon of reverse cultural imperialism.
[A032] This is the second theatre – Dionysis.  Dionysis was God of plays and wine etc.
Hardly any big vertical structures remaining. It had a seating capacity of 15,000. Reconstructed during Roman period.

[A034] We will look at the Romans. They ruled for five centuries from 146 BC. Despite the long duration, Romans had little effect on the civilisation in the area. It was culturally a reverse take-over.

Emperor Nero (AD 67) gave them freedom and tax immunity – because the Greeks flattered him. They praised his performing talents in art.

[A035] You can view the Roman site from here. It is on the right hand side corner.
[A036] [Zoom in] You can see the remains of Hadrians’s arch and the temple.

[A039] Hadrian’s Arch - Athenians built this two-tier arch combining both Roman and Greek features to thank Hadrian. There is a busy road on one side of it now and the temple and excavations on the other side.

Emperor Hadrian visited the province more than once. Due to political turmoil, the temple took 700 years to complete from 515 BC. Hadrian helped finish it. 

[A040]  This is a  close-up of Hadrian’s Arch. [Zoom}. You can see some inscription. On the West side it says: ‘This is Athens, the ancient city of Theseus’
On the east side: ‘This is the city of Hadrian and not of Theseus’.
[A041] On the site were  …. various temples, houses, Roman baths, law courts etc.
[A042] This temple was dedicated to Olympian Zeus – the largest temple of ancient Greece. 
It was also dedicated to Hadrian.

It housed a colossal gold and an ivory sculpture of God – a copy of the one at Olympus, which was one of the seven wonders of the world.

[A043] There are 16 majestic columns still there -  from the original 104
[A044 -A049] Various details.
[A050] Neatly stacked pieces of a column.
[A051] Use of lead in between sections.
[A052] The site is sometimes called Hadrianopolis.
[A053, A054] Burial Place
[A055] Baths - Supposed to have best preserved Roman Baths in Athens
[A056, A057 and A058] A quick look at various sections. 
[A059] Some special white seats at the far end– perhaps for high priests.
[A060] A close up. There is a hollow semi-circular section.
{A061] We move on to another section. The Roman Forum.
I think this place was a poor substitute for Agora…. But I suppose Romans wanted to leave a mark.

[A062] It is much smaller than the Old Agora – and it became the commercial and administrative centre until the 19th century.

[A064] This octagonal tower of the Winds was one of the greatest attractions. Built by a Syrian astronomer (Andronikos Kyrrhestas in 50 BC) – has personification of winds on each side.
Inside, a water clock was operated by a stream from the Acroplois.

[A065] The mosque with stone walls on the right was built by the Turks in 1456 over the ruins of an earlier church.

[A066, A067, A068, A069] A quick walk to see the colonnades from various angles and other areas.

[A070a, A070b] We exit by this Gate of Athens - Built by Julius Ceasar and Augustus. Just a single tier structure unlike the other gate we saw earlier.

[A071] We move on to Agora which was the meeting place for 1,200 years, from 6th century BC.

[A072] This is a map showing what it was like in Agora. 

· Agora was the centre for all civic activities, including politics, commerce, philosophy, religion, arts and athletics.
· You can see its relative position at a lower level than Parthenon (1).
· You can see the monument of Philipoppas , item 3 from where the Venetians fired at the Turks.
· Democracy was born here, item 2, called Areopagus. St Paul preached from a rock nearby.
· Romans also used the place and they made lots of changes.
· Some structures have been built on top of other sections – either partially or fully.
· Item 35 -  Monopteres. Distinct round place with just some remains.
· Item 5,  The Temple of Hephaistos  – quite spectacular.
· Item 34 Stoa of Attalos, built by King Attalous II of Pergamon (159 – 138 BC). It is a two storey building now rebuilt with support from US School of Classical Studies in Athens. 

[A073] This gives a broad view of a large section of it. It is a massive site and you can see it is below Parthenon. You can see a bit of the reconstructed Stoa of Atlas on the left. 

[A074] Lots of little sections close to the ground as you explore the area.

[A075] This was the great drain.

[A076] Nice to see some budding archaeologists on tour.
 
[A077] Statue of Emperor Hadrian. Beautiful sculpture showing the emperor’s robes. [Zoom] You can see the wolf and twin boys – Romulus and Remus.

[A078] Some statues on the left as we head towards Temple of Hephaistos on the far right.

[A079] Temple of Hephaistos
[A080] Best preserved classical temple in Greece, devoted jointly to Hephaistos and Athena.
[A081, A082] Visited it on two different dates – one a sunnier day than the other. This is the other side of it, in a slightly better shape.
[A083, A084] Some details of the construction. [Zoom] Sculpture with men and animals.
[A085], [A086] We move on to explore the site further.
[A087] These are the remains of a large circular building called Monopetro.
[A089] You get a good idea of the size of Stoa of Atalos. Impressive two-story structure at the far end. Originally a shopping mall for wealthy Athenians. 
[A090] Now rebuilt by the American School of Archaeology. It is a world-class museum with finds from Agora.
A couple of items in the museum include: 
[A091] Head of Athena Nike – 425 BC – was once covered with sheets of silver and gold, and eyes would have been inset.

[A092] Aryballos, around 530 BC.  A small oil-flask sculpted in the form of a kneeling boy represents an athlete binding a ribbon, a symbol of victory around his head.


[A103] Next, we move on to some items from the National Archaeological Museum.
[A104] It is supposed to be one of the most important and exciting museums in the world.
Will show you a few pieces  - from the oldest to more recent ones.
[A105] Harp player – Cycladic collection –  over 4,200 years old [3,200 to 2,200 BC]
A three-dimensional figure playing Harp.
[A106] Mycenaean death mask – made of gold [16-11century BC]
[A107] They hoarded loads of gold items – these were found in graves – from 16C BC
[A108] Youth standing – Sounio Kouros  - 600 BC. This was 10ft tall.
Such statues were used at temples and graves.
[A109] The bronze Poseidon or Zeus of Cape Artemision – discovered in 1928 in a Roman shipwreck. 460 BC.
Originally - Eye-sockets had bone insets, eyebrows with silver and nipples of copper!
[A110]  Tombstone [Grave stelae]
Grave marbles – were rather large and opulent – they were actually banned in 317 BC.
Typically, they show the deceased on the right, and the bereaved on the left.
[A111] Youth of Antikythria ~ 100 BC   ?? 340 BC
Sculptures full of vigorous movement and sensuality.
He was holding something spherical – perhaps an apple…?
[A112] Marble sculpture – Aphrodite (4.5 ft) – goat footed Pan and Eros. ~100BC
[A113] Boy on a galloping horse – Bronze collection 140 BC
]A114]  The other side of the Boy on horse – you can see the anguish in his eyes.
[A115] The final section – The Acropolis has three major structures. Propylaia (The Entrance), Erectheion and Parthenon.
[A116] This 3D Google Map is not quite in focus. But I thought it gives a good idea of the layout and size. 
You can see the three sections in the complex – the entrance, Erechtheion and Parthenon. Also. You can see the two theatres.
[A117] At the time we visited, they had some funds from the EC to do some major maintenance/repair works.
[A118] This scaffolding by the entrance section gives an idea of its size. Reconstruction work was in full swing… so you will see lot of scaffolding. You can see the work involved in maintaining such places.
[A119] The grand entrance ‘Propylaia’ … note the differences in colour and size of stones used.
[A120] View of the entrance from inside.
A wall was built to fortify after an attack in 267 AD. Only one of the two entrances exist today – called The Beule Gate.
[A121] You go up a few steps.
[A122, A123, A124] Then go up a slope and there is this Propylaia. It is at the entrance as ceremonial Gateway to Acropolis. Built between 437 and 432 BC.
[125] If we get to the opposite end of the site, we can see the relative positioning of Parthenon on the left and Erectheion on the right. 
[A126] This is the overall view of Erectheion – apparently it is at the very spot where Athena and Poseidon (God of rivers) battled for patronage of Athens. Wonder if Poseidon had won, whether or not the name of the City would have been different.
An Olive tree was planted by Athena after her victory. There is a little olive tree still there. You will see some details shortly.
[A127] We shall go round it. 
[A128] Views from different sides
[A129] This gives a good view of the six maiden, four of them in the front. One of the most impressionable sculptures I have ever seen are these six statues as pillars. They are supporting the weight of the roof above them and you can almost feel its weight in the way the artist has sculpted their bent knees.  If you want to see the original masterpiece of the second statue from the left, you need to go no farther than the British Museum. The Greeks have taken the remaining originals into the Acropolis Museum.
[A130] Some more views of Erectheion
[A131] We can go round it all the way ---
[A132] You can see some of the foundation remains of an earlier structure in front of it.
[A133] What it looks like under the roof.
[A134] The final view of Erectheion.
[A135] We move on to Parthenon.
[A136] As I said before, the sun plays a great part. Within 35 minutes after the previous picture, we had beautiful sunlight. The colour of the marbles stand out.
[A137] The sculptures at the top are missing … you can see some of them in either the British Museum or in a museum in Athens.
[A138] Some major restoration work was underway in this section as well. It was between the fourth and eleventh columns from the east. They were first restored between 1923 – 30. My visit was in 2006 but this project has been ongoing from year 2000. They were correcting some of the mistakes made in earlier years. Cement fillings were replaced with new ones of Pentellic marble and restored members are reinstated in their original positions.
[A139] Titanium clamps are used for joining the architectural members.
Completion of the work will give the north side the appearance it had before the explosion of 1687.
[A140] You can hardly see any pediment or sculptures on the site.
[A142,143] The last two views of before we go into the old museum to see some highlights. A new museum was under construction. 
Incidentally, did any one see a TV serial in which a night scene is set in Parthenon. You see a couple with incredible lighting on the site.
{A144] Down to earth,  a Snake: Within the foundations of Erechtheion lived the sacred snake of the temple – which represented the spirit of Cecrops, a legendary king. Its well-being was thought to be essential for the safety of the City. It was fed with honey-cakes. 
[A145]  Part of the west frieze of Parthenon – showing riders in Great Panathenaic procession. 
[A146] Limestone pediment of a small building …~580BC.
You can see the Reception of Hercules as a hero by the Olympian gods.
Hercules moving towards the father of Gods, Zeus who is sitting on the throne.  His wife, Hera, is facing the front. Hercules is followed by Hermes.
[A147] Part of Parthenon Marble
[A148] This is pre Parthenon. Remnant from a pediment. Lioness eating a small bull. The head looks more like that of a lion.
[A149] Some Parthenon marbles,  East Pediment – Battle of the giants – Athena and the wounded giant, 525 BC.
I would like to finish with a sample bit of what you can see in London. 
[A150] These are the original Ladies from Erectheion in Athens Museum.
[A151] Here, you can see the one in British Museum on the left, adjacent to the ones in Greece that you just saw.  You can admire the beauty of postures and the drapes of the outfits. The outfits are all different.[Zoom]
[A152] In case you want to get a taste of what it is like in Greece, you can see a replica in the heart of London virtually opposite Euston Station in a Greek Church. 
[A153] Part of Copy of Erectheion. Two of the ladies are carrying jugs.[Zoom]
During a recent visit to this church, we found that there is a little café on the site. Well worth a visit if you are in that area.
You will be able to see my slides as well as my script on Chiltern U3a Archaeology website in a few days as usual. U3a members can see quite a few of my presentations and photos over the years in that section.
	Thank you for your kind attention.
Time permitting, I will be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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